William Hampton Jr. and Leila Orellana, Campus International fifth-graders, are set to waltz.

Dancing Classrooms
Northeast Ohio
“Celebration Gala”
In dapper ties and sequined mint-green dresses, the
waltzers whirled around the Orchid Ballroom at The
Westin with confidence and style, welcoming patrons
to the 2017 Celebration Gala. For anyone thinking the
waltz is for stuffy old-timers, though, the performers respectfully suggest you reconsider.
“I’m 10” said Claire Brazalovics. “But I’m going to
be 11 soon!” “I am, too,” chimed in Xavier Peterson,
her partner at the check-in desk. In fact, the entire dance
team was comprised of fifth-graders at Campus International School, one of 47 schools in four counties with
fifth and eighth graders participating in the Dancing
Classrooms Northeast Ohio program.
After dining on seared salmon, braised short ribs or mushroom risotto, the 200 patrons watched the smooth dance
moves of the students. They also witnessed the respect and
finesse learned as part of the 10-week, in-school course.
Turns out Dancing Classrooms isn’t just a dance class.
“Dancing Classrooms Northeast Ohio is working to
create positive behavior changes in those we serve that
will ultimately improve students’ academic performance
– school attendance, classroom behavior, class and
school culture, family engagement, and their health and
wellness,” said Jo Jo Carcioppolo, executive director
who founded DCNEO nine years ago. She’s seen how
the maturity needed to dance together fosters teamwork
and a sense of joy and accomplishment in the students.
The ballroom crowd applauded the young dancers by
raising $22,000 in live bidding. Funds raised by the gala
will support the organization’s 2017 goal of increasing by 15 percent the annual number of Northeast Ohio
students served by Dancing Classrooms. STORY AND
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PEGGY TURBETT

Be inspired, Be well, Belong.
At Maplewood Senior Living, our residents are our top priority. With
two distinct levels of memory care, 24/7 on-site licensed nursing, fresh,
farm-to-table fare and social engagement opportunities, our assisted living
and memory care communities cater to your unique lifestyle.

Schedule a welcome visit today.

Assisted Living & Memory Care
Maplewood at Cuyahoga Falls
190 West Bath Road, Cuyahoga Falls
234-208-9871
Maplewood at Twinsburg
2463 Sussex Boulevard, Twinsburg
330-840-7404
www.MaplewoodSeniorLiving.com

Jo Jo Carcioppolo, founding executive director, center, with Campus International student dancers Claire Brazalovics and Xavier
Peterson.

Live Life Your Way
Campus International fifth-graders perform
at the Celebration Gala dinner dance.

Surrounded by a lush 32-acre park-like campus, Ohio Living Breckenridge Village is
known for its beauty and architecture. Our convenient location in historic Willoughby,
Ohio, offers easy access to three major highways, renowned museums, quality theater
and entertainment, and educational and recreational facilities. Our warm, friendly
atmosphere, coupled with a full range of life-enrichment opportunities, allows
residents to experience life to the fullest.
Customized on-site amenities, features and services provide freedom from chores,
opportunities for growth, and the security of knowing quality care and services are
close at hand.

Nia Lugo twirls with Nathan Cox

Call 440.942.4342 or visit ohioliving.org
to learn more and schedule your visit today!
Ranch, Brownstone & Apartment Homes | Assisted Living | Memory Care | Outpatient
Therapy | Short-Term Rehabilitation | Long-Term Nursing Care | Home Health & Hospice
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